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Dear Families, 

The past month has been very busy at Michael Cranny; both inside and outside the 

classroom. Inside all classrooms, students continue working diligently in all areas of the 

curriculum, as they strive to meet their academic goals for the second term. In all home-

rooms, there has been a special focus building students’ skills and knowledge in mathe-

matics.  Using our comprehensive math program, which includes mini-lessons, problem 

solving, games and puzzles, and opportunities for independent practice, students are 

building their confidence and skills as they apply mathematical thinking to everyday 

problems. 

Beyond the subject areas, our students engaged in some outdoor winter fun. Our grade 

four to eight students took part in two days of Winter Electives, as well as demonstrated 

their school spirit through Le Carnaval.  Next month, we welcome Pachi, the mascot for 

the Pan Am games, who will teach us about the games and the para-games taking 

place in Toronto this summer.  Teachers will also explore some of the Pan Am activities 

in gym class and learn about the mathematics and science behind specific sports. 

For those parents with children in grades 3 and/or 6, please note that your child will be 

participating in the grade 3 and 6 standards based assessment, known as EQAO. This 

years’ students will be participating in the assessment between May 25th to June 5th. 

Please ensure that you don’t book any family holidays and/or medical appointments 

during this time. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact the school. As 

many parents and educators are aware, EQAO assessments are used in schools to 

plan for continuous student improvement in the areas of Literacy and Numeracy. The 

school based results assist in developing goals for improvement, namely by targeting 

areas in the curriculum which may require additional focus. At Michael Cranny, we con-

tinue to demonstrate improvement in our academic performance!  

The staffing process for the 2015-2016 school year is well underway. As part of this 

planning process, it is very important that you communicate with your child’s teacher 

and the office if you plan to move, resulting in a possible change of school. Staffing of 

schools is based on specific numbers of students expected to attend. This includes stu-

dents registering for Kindergarten. As a result, if you are aware of a family friend 
and/or neighbour that reside in our enrolment area, please encourage them to register 

at Michael Cranny for the Full Day Every Day Kindergarten Program. Parents with a 

child born in 2011 are encouraged to register as soon as possible for Junior Kindergar-

ten starting in September.  

As a reminder, there is no school on March 13th as it is a PA Day, and March Break 

extends from Monday, March 16th to Friday, March 20th. The first day back is Monday, 

March 23rd. On behalf of the staff, we hope that you and your family have a safe, relax-

ing and fun-filled break.  

Mr. D. Rossi                   Mrs. O. Soroka 
Principal   Vice-Principal 
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Student Achievement 

Growth Mindset: What Do We Tell the Kids?                                                                                                                                                                                      
-Standford Alumni Website          

You have a bright child, and you want her to succeed. You should tell her how smart she is, right?                                                                                 
That’s what 85 percent of the parents Dweck surveyed said. Her research on fifth graders shows otherwise. La-

bels, even though positive, can be harmful. They may instill a fixed mind-set and all the baggage that goes with 

it, from performance anxiety to a tendency to give up quickly. Well-meaning words can sap children’s motivation 

and enjoyment of learning and undermine their performance. While Dweck’s study focused on intelligence 

praise, she says her conclusions hold true for all talents and abilities.               

Here are Dweck’s tips from Mindset:                                                                                                                                                                                                     

Listen to what you say to your kids, with an ear toward the messages you’re sending about mind-set.                                                                                

Instead of praising children’s intelligence or talent, focus on the processes they used. 

Example: “That homework was so long and involved. I really admire the way you concentrated and finished it.”                                                      

Example: “That picture has so many beautiful colors. Tell me about them.”                                                                                                                                

Example: “You put so much thought into that essay. It really makes me think about Shakespeare in a new way.” 

    When your child messes up, give constructive criticism—feedback that helps the child understand how to fix 

the problem, rather than labeling or excusing the child.  Pay attention to the goals you set for your children; 

having innate talent is not a goal, but expanding skills and knowledge is.  Don’t worry about praising your chil-

dren for their inherent goodness, though. It’s important for children to learn they’re basically good and that 

their parents love them unconditionally, Dweck says. “The problem arises when parents praise children in a 

way that makes them feel that they’re good and love-worthy only when they behave in particular ways that 

please the parents.”                             



School Council/Parent Information 

School Council 

Here’s what’s on the table… 

 Read-a-thon (March) 

 PC4L Student Workshops 

 Focus on Mathematics 

 Pizza Spring Program 

 

 

 

Join Us for our next meeting on  

April 8 , 2015 

7:00pm! 

 

York Region District School Board Student 

Surveys 

 

In order to provide information for Board and School 

planning, York Region District School Board students 

in Grades 5 to 12 will be invited to participate in a 

school survey. The survey, which is anonymous and 

confidential, will be conducted from April 7 to May 

15, 2015 and will take place at school.  The informa-

tion from this survey will be used to identify areas to 

be addressed, monitor progress and plan strategies to 

support student achievement and well-being.  Aligned 

with Board priorities, the survey will address topics 

including equity and inclusion, school safety, learning 

environment, student well-

being and other priorities. If 

you have questions, please 

contact the school office. 
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Summer Institute 2015 for Elementary Students SK to Grade 8 

The York Region District School Board’s Summer Institute is a program that offers academic, recreational 

and athletic programs and activities with intentional links to the Ontario Curriculum for children and youth 

from Kindergarten to Grade 8. Weekly sessions are offered at 12 elementary schools throughout the region 

from July 6, 2015 to August 14, 2015.  
 

2015 Summer Institute Information Packages and Registration Forms will be available beginning  

Monday, March 2, 2015.  You can access these by clicking on the Summer Programs icon on the York 

Region website homepage. 
 

Registration will be accepted in person at the regional Summer Institute office located at Dr. 

Bette Stephenson Centre for Learning, 36 Regatta Drive, Richmond Hill, L4E 4R1, beginning 

Thursday, March 5, 2015 from 4:00 pm - 8:00 pm.  

Completed registration forms, one for each child, with payment, can also be mailed to the 

regional office or dropped off at the Summer Institute school site in the drop box provided.  
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Parent Information 

 

http://www.yrdsb.ca/
http://www.yrdsb.ca/


Parent Information 
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Positive Climates for Learning 

Whose Point of View? 

 

The Grade 2's and 3's in Mrs. Viterbo's  and Ms. Amedeo's classes have been learning about different points 
of view presented in stories.  They looked at different versions of the 3 Little Pigs and Cinderella, and exam-
ined whose point of view the story is being told from and how the story might be different if it was told by an-
other character.  They used thinking and talking bubbles to put themselves in a character's shoes, to identify 
with what they might be thinking, feeling or saying during a part of the story.  Take a look! 

 

 

                        Cinderella 

      The Characters’ Points of View 

                  3 Little Pigs                                                        3 Little Pigs                                                    

       The Pig’s Point of View                                      The Police’s Point of View 

 

 

Kindergarten Students Explore Fire Safety 
 
Our Kindergarten students had a visit from Captain Andre this month.  
Students learned about fire safety, including what to do in case of a fire 
and the importance of creating an exit plan. 
 
Some students tell us about what they learned: 
 
"We learned to stop, drop, and roll if there is a fire" 
 
"We need to change the batteries on the smoke alarm." 
 
"Firefighters have to get dressed in 1 minute" 
 
"When the fire alarm goes off, we need to get out and call 911" 
 
   

          Ms  Corriah wears a fire uniform. 

Grad Photos -  New Date! 

SK and Grade 8 Graduation Photos will be held on March 6th! 
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Intermediate Boys Basketball 
Congratulations! 

After weeks of hard work, the Intermediate 
Boys Basketball Team won the Area West, 
West Tournament! 
 

The team won all six games by a 10+ point 
differential. The teams Michael Cranny 
played were Juilliard, Blue Willow, Pine 
Grove, Woodbridge, and Teston. It was a 
total team effort as all players equally con-
tributed in our victory.  
 

With the outstanding performance of the 
starting line, Cranny was able to strive to 
reach their goal of being invited to the York 

Region Intermediate Boys Bas-
ketball Regional tournament. The 
team will be traveling to Bill 
Crothers Secondary School on 
Thursday, March 5th for the final 
chapter of their journey! Go team! 

We Are United! 

Our positive climates for learning team has been planning for a wonderful opportunity coming this 
May!  Students in grades 4-8 will participate in four workshops over 2 days.  The focus of the work-
shops will be: 

 Cultural Awareness 

 Abilities Awareness 

 Eco Awareness 

 Well-being 

Our positive climates student leaders, Pulkit, Krupa, Harith and Ted and their student teams will fa-
cilitate hands-on learning opportunities to promote the theme of “We Are United”. 

Stay tuned for more information and updates in the coming months! 

Positive Climates for Learning 

Girls Intermediate Basketball  
Written by: Isabella and Emily  

 
On Tuesday February 24, 2015, the Intermediate 
girls basketball team attended the Area West-West 
final tournament at Tommy Douglas Secondary 
School. With14 teams present, Michael Cranny had 
the honour of participating and being one of those 
teams.  
 
Overall, the 2014-2015 basketball season was a 
great one, as the boys team qualified for regionals, 
and the girls team came second in the areas! Great 
determination and sportsmanship was shown from 
both teams, and the standing of the teams are the 
result of that! 
 
Go Cobras! 

 

Save the Date 

Arts Night 

April 30, 2015 

Jump Rope for Heart 
 

Thank you to the entire Michael Cranny 
community for their participation in our 
Jump Rope for Heart event. On February 
13th, students jumped rope and hoola-
hooped to raise money for the heart and 
stroke foundation. As a school, we raised over $2000 
this year, which is a significant increase from $1200 we 
raised last year.  Well done! 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 

Int Science Centre 

 

Viterbo to BORC 

19-Day Fast Begins 

3 

 

 

Herdman to BORC 

4 

 

 

Kim to BORC 

5 

 

 

Milette to BORC 

Purim 

6 

SK and Gr 8 

Grad Photos 

 

Sebamaalai to BORC 

Holi 

7 

8 

Don’t forget to 

move your clocks 

ahead 1 hour                   

at 2am! 

9 10 11 12 13 

PA Day 

No School 

14 

 

 

 

15 16 17 

 

 

 

Ghambar                             

Hamaspathmaedem 

18 19 20 

 

 

 

 

Spring Ohigon 

21 

 

 

 

Naw Ruz 

22 23 24 

Gr 1 Safety Village 

25 26 

Pan Am                 

Assembly: 

Meet Pachi! 

27 28 

Earth Hour 

8:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. 
Turn off lights and tech!  

Ramanavami                            

Birthday of Prophet 

Zarathustra 

29 

 

 
 

Palm Sunday 

30 31     

Coming up in … 

 April 3  - Good Friday  No School 

 April 6  - Easter Monday  No School 

 April 8     - School Council  7pm 

 April 27   - Grade 7 HEP B and Grade 8 Girls HPV Shorts   

 April 30   -  Arts Night (More info to follow )   

Will your child be late or absent? 

Be sure to call the school before 8:15am                       

to let us know.   

You can also leave a                        

message anytime at                     

(905) 832-4922                                     

in the attendance mailbox. 

 

MARCH 2015  

March’s Eco - theme:  

Turn off computers                                                    

when not in use! 

March Break and Read-a-thon  

Book Swap: Bring in Books 

Book Swap:                                  

Shopping                     

Day 


